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CITY OF HUNTINGTON PARK 
Parks and Recreation Department 

City Council Agenda Report 
 

 
 

 
October 15, 2019 
 
 
Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
City of Huntington Park 
6550 Miles Avenue 
Huntington Park, CA  90255 
 
Dear Mayor and Members of the City Council: 
 
CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL FOR AUTHORIZATION AND RATIFICATION 
OF CERTAIN EXPENDITURES FOR HOLIDAY PALM TREE DECORATIONS ON 
PACIFIC BOULEVARD 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: 

 
1. Approve Christmas Light Decorators as the vendor, per Huntington Park 

Municipal Code, section 2-5.12(i), for the installation of Holiday Palm Tree 
Decorations on Pacific Boulevard using account #111-6010-451-74.10. 

 
2. Approve authorization to purchase, own and install the required additional lights 

for the trunks, crest and fronds in a not-to-exceed amount of $46,735.42; or 
  
3. Approve authorization to lease, install and remove the required additional lights 

for the trunks, crest and fronds in a not-to-exceed amount of $32,865.00 
 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
At the regularly scheduled council meeting of November 6, 2018 Council approved the 
purchase of Holiday Palm Tree Decorations on Pacific Boulevard from Christmas Light 
Decorators. The purchase and installation of the then newly acquired palm tree holiday 
decoration lights was completed and remains up at the present time.  Due to the growth 
of the trees and impact of the weather elements, it was necessary for City staff to 
remove almost all of the lights from the fronds (leaves) of the palm trees.  Only 6 trees 
remain fully lit and there are several outages on lit trunks along Pacific Boulevard.  The 
extra lights are currently being stored at Public Works.  
 
In determining the re-installation and supplementing of lights for the upcoming Holiday 
Season other vendors were considered. However, Christmas Light Decorators is 
familiar with the set-up and the products that we are missing come from them. 
Moreover, this vendor has a unique set of background and experience in addressing the 
City’s need as well as their familiarity with the layout of Pacific Boulevard and the 
particular tedious set-up being requested since they installed it and it is their product.  
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Additionally, a benefit that Christmas Light Decorators can offer as a manufacturer of 
decorations is a 3-month warranty that if there is any damage or malfunction, they are 
able to provide a replacement free of charge.   
 
The first option allows the city to purchase and own the lights at $46,735.42.  However, 
Christmas Light Decorators does not recommend leaving the trees lit year-round due to 
growth and the damage sustained to the lights by the weather elements that cause 
dimming.  In addition, if the City elects to purchase, then the maintenance of the lights 
will again need to be absorbed by City staff from Public Works who has graciously done 
what they can with the maintenance of the trees. 
 
The second option to lease the lights allows for the installation and removal of the lights 
at $32,865.00.  A total savings of $13,870.42.  The lights can remain up past the 
holidays and removed no later than March 31, 2020. 
 
    FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
The expense is part of the adopted budget for FY 2019-2020. No additional 
appropriation is needed at this time.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Upon Council approval, staff will proceed with the recommended action. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

Ricardo Reyes 
City Manager 
 

 
Cynthia Norzagaray 
Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
A. Christmas Light Decorators Purchase and Lease Estimate. 



ATTACHMENT “A” 
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October 15, 2019 
 
 
Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
City of Huntington Park 
6550 Miles Avenue 
Huntington Park, CA  90255 
 
Dear Mayor and Members of the City Council: 
 
CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF AWARD OF SERVICES FOR THE DESIGN 
OF CIP 2019-11 HIGH-INTENSITY ACTIVATED CROSSWALK BEACON AT GAGE 
AVENUE AND BISSELL STREET, HUNTINGTON PARK CALIFORNIA  
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: 
 

1. Authorize Infrastructure Engineers under the currently approved augmentation 
contract to proceed with the design of CIP 2019-11 High-Intensity Activated 
crosswalk beacon at Gage Avenue and Bissell Street for a not-to-exceed amount 
of $25,400;  
 

2. Authorize City Manager or designee to execute the Request for Services (RFS); 
or 
 

3. Direct staff to publish a Request for Proposal (RFP) and solicit proposals from 
qualified firms to design the project and come back at a future City Council meeting 
requesting approval of the contract and authorizing the City Manager or designee 
to execute the contract. 
 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
During the fiscal year 2017-18, there was an accident at the intersection of Gage Avenue 
and Bissell Street that involved a pedestrian versus vehicle accident resulting in a fatality. 
City investigators along with a traffic engineer’s evaluation of the intersection concluded 
that there needed to be a traffic control device installed that would mitigate any future 
potential incidents involving accidents between pedestrians and vehicles. 
 
Gage Avenue is a major east-west corridor that serves as an alternative to several of the 
surrounding highways/freeways in Los Angeles County. Gage Avenue is heavily traveled 
with both pedestrian and vehicular traffic. Residents surrounding the intersection of Gage 
Avenue and Bissell Street have petitioned the City to install a traffic control device. The 
existing crosswalk at this intersection is located on the west end. While several roadway 
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treatments are available to address pedestrian concerns, only a few are appropriate for 
high-speed or wide-crossing conditions. 
 
The current traffic engineer presented the idea of adding a High-Intensity Activated 
CrossWalK (HAWK) signal. The HAWK is a device used to assist people with safely 
crossing busy streets. HAWKs work the same as other push button-activated traffic 
signals, either by pushing a button or an automatic sensor, which directs the person 
walking or biking to wait for the signal to change and traffic to stop allowing them to cross 
safely. For a driver, the HAWK signal appears differently than other traffic lights. At rest, 
HAWKs remain dark. Once triggered, it will then go through a series of yellow and red 
sequences requiring motorists to slow down and stop. After the people walking and biking 
cross, the HAWK will go dark again, allowing motorists to continue through the 
intersection. 
 
HAWK signals provide safer crossing alternatives for people walking and biking than 
traditional crosswalks. Because the devices are only activated when walkers or bikers are 
present, people driving experience minimal delays. The prime objective of a HAWK is to 
provide pedestrians with safe crossing opportunities. As such, a reduction in pedestrian 
crashes would be expected to be associated with the HAWK; with the hope that a 
statistically significant reduction in pedestrian crashes is found after the installation.  
 
The design scope of work includes preparing Project Approval & Environmental Design 
(PA&ED) and Plans, Specifications and Estimate (PS&E) in preparation for the solicitation 
of bids from professionally licensed contractors. Coordination with Southern California 
Edison is required to supply the power to the HAWK.  
 
Engineering support from an outside consultant is necessary to accomplish the design of 
the project. Staff initiated an RFS from Infrastructure Engineers under the currently 
approved augmentation contract to design the project. Staff seeks City Council direction 
to determine if additional solicitation is warranted for the design of the project. If so, staff 
will publish a formal RFP and solicit proposals from qualified firms to provide design 
services for the project.     
 
LEGAL REQUIREMENT 
 
Congress adopted the Brooks Act (P.L. 92-582), requiring the use of Qualifications-Based 
Selection (QBS) for the procurement of architect and engineering services. The use of 
QBS ensures that taxpayers receive highly technical architect and engineering services 
from the most experienced and most qualified firms at a fair and reasonable cost. 
California’s QBS requirements can be found at Government Code sections 4525 et seq., 
also known as the Mini Brooks Act. City is awarding Infrastructure Engineers’ with the 
professional services agreement based on demonstrating competence and qualifications 
for this type of services. 
 
If the City Council chooses to obtain proposals, the City Clerk’s Office shall publish the 
RFP in the local newspaper of general circulation, the City’s website and other forms of 
electronic media. The RFP shall describe the project and provides the tasks required from 
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engineering firms to design the project. The time and location to submit proposals shall 
also be placed within the published RFP. The RFP shall be published for a minimum 
period of twenty-one (21) calendar days.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
The adopted Fiscal Year 2019-20 Capital Improvement Program budget allocated 
$250,000 from Account No. 202-8080-431.73-10 to design, construct and oversee the 
construction project. Infrastructure Engineers has submitted an RFS per the existing 
augmentation contract (Attachment A) for a not-to-exceed fee of $25,400 to design the 
project.  
 
If the direction of City Council is to release an RFP and solicit proposals for design 
services, staff will come back at a future City Council meeting requesting approval of the 
award of the contract. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Upon Council approval, staff will proceed with the recommended actions. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
RICARDO REYES 
City Manager 
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
A.  Infrastructure Engineers Request for Services (RFS)  
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City of Huntington Park 
 

TO: Ricardo Reyes, City Manager 

DATE:  September 11, 2019 

FROM: Steve Forster, Senior Vice President  

SUBJECT: Pedestrian Traffic Signal “Hawk” Design at Gage Ave. and Bissell Street 

Intersection  (Design Phase Only) 

  

Acct. No.:        

 

Type of Project:    Public Works     Community Development     Traffic     Park and Rec. 

 

Description of Request:  The City of Huntington Park has requested Infrastructure Engineers (IE) to 

Prepare Plans, Specifications and Estimate (PS&E) for the design of a pedestrian actuated High-

Intensity Activated CrossWalK beacon (HAWK) traffic control device at the intersection of Gage 

Avenue and Bissell Street. Gage Avenue and Bissell Street is currently an un-controlled crosswalk 

with a marked pedestrian crossing at Gage Avenue. Design engineer will coordinate with 

Southern California Edison (SCE) to obtain power for the HAWK.  

 

The scope of work also includes the Project Management and Administration during Design 

Phase Only. The remaining 50% of Project Management and Administration will be provided 

during the construction phase of the project. 

 

Per City’s projected budget of $250,000, IE’ fee for above services is based on the Preliminary 

Cost Estimate of $190,000 estimate as indicated below: 

             

  Design (PS&E) (9%)     $17,100    

  Topographical Survey     $  4,500   

  Project Management and Administration (2%) $  3,800   

      TOTAL   $25,400    

 

This RFS is for plan preparation and updating the signal timing sheets. A separate RFS shall be 

prepared for any additional tasks. 
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To be completed by Infrastructure Engineers: 

 

Project Number:         

Projected Date of Completion:  Three (3) months after RFS approval  

Project Manager:   Yunus Rahi, PhD., PE, TE   

Estimated Cost of Services:  $25,400     

 

 

          9/11/19   

Steve Forster, Senior Vice President    Date 

 

APPROVED TO PROCEED: 

 

 

              

Ricardo Reyes, City Manager     Date 
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October 15, 2019 
 
 
Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
City of Huntington Park 
6550 Miles Avenue 
Huntington Park, CA  90255 
 
Dear Mayor and Members of the City Council: 
 
CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF ACCEPTANCE OF WORK COMPLETED 
FOR THE LINING AND REPAIRS OF THE MAINLINE SEWER ON ZOE AVENUE 
BETWEEN ALAMEDA STREET (FRONTAGE ROAD) AND ALBANY STREET  
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: 
 

1. Approve acceptance of work performed by Tunnelworks Services Inc. (Contractor) 
for the lining of the mainline sewer using Cured in Place Pipe on Zoe Avenue 
between Alameda Street (frontage road) and Albany Street and the replacement 
of a 20-foot section of the sewer; 
 

2. Authorize staff to execute the “Notice of Completion” (NOC) and direct City Clerk 
to file the NOC with the Los Angeles County Recorder’s Office; and 
 

3. Release the 5% retention being withheld from the payment to Contractor after 35 
days of the effective date of the recordation of the NOC, if no Stop Notices are filed 
within the 35-day period. 
 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
At the April 12, 2019 Special City Council meeting, the City Council granted and 
authorized the City Manager pursuant to Municipal Code Section 2-5.13 Emergency 
purchase, to proceed without solicitation of bids to make the necessary repairs of the 
mainline sewer along Zoe Avenue between Alameda Street (frontage road) and Albany 
Street due to structural failures.  
 
At the June 18, 2019 City Council meeting, the City Council authorized the lining of 
approximately 800 linear feet of mainline sewer utilizing the Cured in Place Pipe (CIPP) 
method. At the direction of City staff, the contractor replaced 20 feet of the mainline sewer 
where the major structural damages occurred.  
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City staff also sought legal counsel from the City Attorney’s Office on the responsible 
entity liable to make the necessary repairs to the mainline sewer damaged by the 
intercepted electrical conduit. The City Attorney’s legal opinion was that there was a direct 
correlation with the electrical conduit and damages to the mainline sewer. However, the 
legal settlement involving the County of Los Angeles Flood Control District (County) and 
the City included making reparations to all matters related to the roadway on Zoe Avenue 
within the project limits. Therefore, the City is unable to make additional claims against 
the County. Public Works staff inspected and monitored the repairs to the mainline sewer 
on Zoe Avenue and deems the project as substantially completed.  
 
LEGAL AND PROGRAM REQUIREMENT 
 
It is recommended that the Mayor and Members of the City Council accept the project as 
satisfactory and complete. Upon acceptance of the project, staff will file the NOC with the 
County Recorder’s Office for the project. Thirty-five (35) days after the recordation of the 
NOC by the County Recorder’s Office, the City will make final payment of the retention 
being withheld from the payment to Contractor, if no Stop Notices are filed within the 35-
day period. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
Recommendation is for the release of the 5% retention ($8,952.50) being withheld from 
the payment to Contractor after 35 days of the effective date of the recordation of the 
NOC, if no Stop Notices are filed within the 35-day period. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Upon Council approval, staff will proceed with the recommended actions. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
RICARDO REYES 
City Manager 
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
A. Notice of Completion  
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